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Abstract: 

The upcoming Maharashtra Assembly Elections in 2024 are poised to be a pivotal moment in the state's 

political landscape. As various political parties prepare for the election campaign, tensions have been high, with 

allegations of aggressive tactics, including violent incidents, casting a shadow on the electoral process. This paper 

explores the political dynamics leading up to the 2024 elections, the role of opposition parties, their strategies, and 

the reported violent attacks used as political tools to destabilize the political environment. By examining these 

factors, this paper highlights the increasing polarization, the tactics employed by various parties, and the 

implications for democratic processes. 

 

1. Introduction 

Maharashtra, India's second-most populous 

state, has a rich political history marked by dynamic 

shifts in party alliances, power struggles, and 

electoral rivalries. In 2024, the state is once again at 

the center of national political attention as the major 

political parties prepare for the state legislative 

assembly elections. These elections are being held 

amidst a highly charged political atmosphere, where 

the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led alliance 

faces intense competition from opposition parties like 

the Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray faction), 

Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), and Congress. 

However, what makes this election particularly 

interesting is the emergence of violent political 

tactics and the use of intimidation, such as knife 

attacks and other physical confrontations. These 

developments are raising serious questions about the 

erosion of democratic norms and the safety of 

candidates and voters in the state. This paper 

investigates the factors leading to such violence, its 

implications on the political discourse, and its 

potential effects on voter turnout and public trust in 

the electoral process. 

2. Political Context: Maharashtra in 2024 

Maharashtra’s political environment has been 

extremely volatile in recent years. The coalition 

government led by Uddhav Thackeray's Shiv Sena, in 

alliance with the NCP and Congress, collapsed in 

mid-2022 following a rebellion led by Eknath 

Shinde, who later joined hands with the BJP. The 

current BJP-Shiv Sena (Shinde faction) alliance is in 

power, but the state remains deeply divided along 

ideological lines. The opposition parties, led by 

Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena, are attempting to 

regain their political footing and challenge the BJP’s 

dominance. 

The Maharashtra election has witnessed an 

intensifying battle not just for seats, but for the 

ideological and cultural dominance in the state. The 

Shiv Sena (Uddhav faction) claims to represent the 

original party ideals of its founder, Bal Thackeray, 

while the BJP is leveraging its national political 

influence and the growing popularity of its state 

leader, Eknath Shinde. The NCP and Congress are 

also vying for a piece of the pie, aligning with the 

Uddhav faction to challenge the BJP-led government. 

3. Opposition Strategies and Political Tactics 

In the face of mounting pressure, opposition 

parties have ramped up their campaigns with 

aggressive strategies. The Shiv Sena (Uddhav 

faction) and the NCP, despite their strained alliances, 

are engaging in vigorous rhetoric to discredit the BJP. 

However, the political attacks have escalated beyond 

traditional campaign methods. 

3.1. Violent Attacks as a Tool for Political Point 

Scoring 

A disturbing trend in the run-up to the 2024 

Maharashtra elections is the use of physical violence 
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as a form of protest or intimidation. Reports have 

surfaced of incidents where opposition leaders have 

allegedly been attacked by individuals or groups 

affiliated with rival parties. In one particularly 

alarming case, political activists and even candidates 

from the opposition parties have been targeted with 

knives and sharp objects in acts of aggression. 

These attacks, often aimed at creating a fear-

driven narrative, have raised concerns about the 

safety of political figures. Opponents argue that the 

ruling alliance may be employing such tactics to 

silence dissent and intimidate political rivals. The 

opposition, in turn, accuses the government of 

orchestrating violence as a means to create chaos and 

diminish public trust in the opposition’s leadership. 

3.2. The Impact of Violent Campaign Tactics 

Violent incidents like these, although widely 

condemned, have led to heightened polarization and 

tension in Maharashtra's electoral politics. 

Allegations of attacks by "knife-wielding goons" 

have caused significant unrest, with opposition 

parties using these incidents to accuse the ruling 

government of fostering an atmosphere of fear and 

violence. 

Moreover, such incidents often overshadow 

key policy discussions and obscure the larger issues 

at stake, such as economic policies, social welfare 

programs, and governance. The politicization of 

violence could harm the democratic process by 

discouraging free political expression, intimidating 

voters, and affecting the turnout. 

4. The Role of Social Media in Amplifying 

Violence 

The role of social media in amplifying the 

impact of violent attacks cannot be overstated. Social 

media platforms have played a significant role in 

shaping public perception by providing a platform for 

both political parties and common citizens to voice 

their opinions. Unfortunately, these platforms have 

also contributed to the spread of misinformation and 

sensationalism regarding violent events, often 

blowing them out of proportion or distorting facts. 

The ability to create viral campaigns around incidents 

of violence has made it easier for parties to 

manipulate narratives and frame their opponents as 

either victims or aggressors. In this context, 

opposition parties have accused the BJP of using its 

massive digital footprint to propagate negative 

imagery about opposition leaders and undermine 

their credibility, further inflaming tensions in an 

already volatile election environment. 

5. Electoral Impact of Violence 

Violence, whether physical or psychological, 

has a direct effect on the electoral process. Political 

violence increases distrust in the electoral system and 

leads to voter apathy. Furthermore, it can discourage 

ordinary citizens from engaging in the political 

process, fearing for their safety and well-being. As a 

result, political violence could have far-reaching 

consequences on voter turnout, especially among 

marginalized groups who are most vulnerable to such 

intimidation. 

It also undermines the fairness of the elections, 

casting doubt on the legitimacy of the winning party. 

In the case of Maharashtra, where political factions 

are already divided along caste, religious, and 

ideological lines, the use of violence could polarize 

voters even further, resulting in a fractured mandate 

and potentially leading to post-election instability. 

6. Conclusion 

The 2024 Maharashtra elections will be a 

critical turning point for the state's political future. 

While there is no doubt that the issues of governance, 

development, and economic progress are central to 

the election campaigns, the increasing use of violent 

tactics by opposition parties adds a dark layer to the 

electoral process. As the political climate grows more 

polarized, these attacks—whether orchestrated or 

spontaneous—serve to divert attention from policy 

issues and focus it on violence, fear, and intimidation. 

The use of violence by political parties as a means to 

gain electoral advantage is deeply troubling. If left 

unchecked, it threatens the democratic values on 

which India's political system is built. As 

Maharashtra approaches its elections in 2024, it is 

imperative that all political parties engage in healthy, 

non-violent political discourse, and the authorities 

must ensure the safety of candidates and citizens 

alike. 

 

6.1 Recommendations 

To ensure a fair and peaceful election process 

in 2024, the following steps must be taken: 

• Stricter laws and enforcement against 

political violence and intimidation. 
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• Promotion of peaceful campaigns by all 

political parties, focusing on issues rather 

than personal attacks. 

• Independent monitoring bodies to observe 

the conduct of election campaigns and report 

incidents of violence. 

• Awareness campaigns to educate voters on 

the importance of peaceful political 

participation. 

• Ultimately, the Maharashtra elections of 

2024 must reflect the true will of the people, 

free from the corrosive influence of violence 

and intimidation. Ensuring a safe, peaceful, 

and democratic electoral process should be 

the foremost priority of all stakeholders 

involved. 
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